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* and Truth preſerve the King: and his Throne is upholden 

by Mercy. PROV. xx. 28. 

Take away the Wicked from before the King, and his Throne 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs. Ibid. xxv., 5. 


| Say unto the King, and to the Queen, Humble yourſelves, fit down 1 
for your Principalities ſhall come down, even «the Crown of 


_ Glory. FER. Xill. 18. 
They make the King glad with their Wickedneſs, and the Princes 
with their Lies. » HoSEA vii. 7. 


Now why doſt thou cry out aloud ? is there no King in thee ? is 
thy cdunſellor periſhed ? for Pangs have taken thee as a Woman 
in Travail. MICAH iv. 9. 
\ That the Hypocrite reign not, leſt the People be enſnared. 
> 2 


Surely it is meet to be ſaid unto Gop, I have born Chaſtiſement, 
I will not offend any mote. 


That which I ſet not, teach thou me:; if I have done iniquity, I 
will do no more. Jos XXX, 30, 31, _—_ 
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TT ſeems to me, that no Secrets are fo im- 
portant to be known, no Hearts deſerve 
do be pried into with more Curioſity and 
Attention, than thoſe of Princes. 
The Principles I ſhall reaſon upon are in- 
terwoven in the Texture of Human Nature. 
They derive their Origin from that Source, 
from whence all the Duties of Public and 
Private Morality muſt be deduced, or they 
will be often falfly, and always precariouſſy 
eſtabliſhed. To this Source there are few 
Men who take the Pains to go : and open as 
it lies, there are not many who can find their 
WH . | 

The Iniquity of all the principal Men in 
any Community, of Kings and Miniſters 
eſpecially, does not conſiſt alone in the 
Crimes they commit, and in the immediate 
Conſequences of thoſe Crimes ; ſuch Men =. 
fin againſt Poſterity, as well as againſt their | 
own Age; and though the Effects of their £ | 
Crimes ſhould ceaſe, the Fruits of the Ex- 
ample remain, | 
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A wiſer and honeſter Adminiſtration may 
draw us back to our former Credit and In- 
fluence abroad, from that State of Contempt 
into which we are ſunk among all our Neigh- 
bours. But will the Britiſb Spirit, that Spi- 
rit which has preſerved Liberty hitherto in 
one Corner of the World at leaſt, be ſo eaſily, 
or ſo ſoon reinfuſed into the Britiſb Nation? I 
think not. To perform ſo great a Work, as 
to awaken the Spirit of Lip: to reform 
the Morals, and to raiſe the Sentiments of a 
People, much Time is required. 

Nothing can ſo ſurely and ſo effectually 
reſtore the Virtue, the Public Spirit, eſſen- 
tial to the Preſervation of Liberty, and Na- 
tional Proſperity, as the Reign of a Patriot 
King. But let us not neglect, on our Part, 
ſuch Means as are in our Power, to kee 
the Cauſe of Truth, of Reaſon, of Virtue, 
and of Liberty alive. If the Bleſſing be with- 
held from us, let us deſerve at leaſt that it 
ſhould be 8 to us. Should Heaven in 
Mercy beſtow it on us, let us prepare to 
receive it, to improve it, and to hand it down 
inviolate to the lateſt Poſterity. 
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THE 
CHARACTER 
"OF A 


PATRIOT KING, 


By different ABsTRACTs from Lord 
BOLINGBROKE. 


ALY Intention is not to introduce what I 

have to ſay concerning the Duties of 
Kings, by any nice Inquiry into the 
Original of their Inſtitution ; but what this 
Inſtitution ought to have been, whenever it 
began, according to the Rule of Reaſon, found- 
ed in the common Rights and Intereſt of 
Mankind. In this Caſe, as in all thoſe of 
hap Concernment, the ſhorteſt and the 

ureſt Method of arriving at real Knowledge, 

is to unlearn the Prejudices we have imbib- 

ed, to revert to firſt Principles, and not a- 

dopt Opinions from others, whatever Sancti- 

on they may have received from the Station 
or Authority of their Abettors, 


Now 
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Now he who does fo, in this Caſe, will 
diſcover ſoon, that the Notions concerning. 
the Divine Inſtitution and Right of Kings, as 
well as the abſolute Power belongung to their 
Office, have no Foundation in Fact or Rea- 
ſon, but have riſen from an old Alliance be- 
tween. Ecclefiaſtical and Civil Polio. 
The Authors of ſuch Inventions as are of 
general Uſe to the Well-being of Mankind, 
were not only reverenced and obeyed dur- 
ing their Lives, but adored and idolized after 
their Deaths : they became principal Gods, 
Dii majorum gentium. The . Founders of 
Commonwealths, the Lawgivers, and the 
Heroes of particular States, became Gods of 
the ſecond Claſs, Di: minorum gentium. Ma- 
jeſty was the firſt, and Divinity the ſecond 
Reward : both were earned by Services done 
Mankind, whom it was eaſy to lead in thoſe 
Days of Simplicity and Superſtition, from 
Admiration and Gratitude, to Adoration and 
Ex pectation. 
When Advantage had been taken by ſome 
particular Men of theſe Diſpoſitions in the 
Generality, and Religion and Government 
were become two Trades or Myſteries, new 
Means of attaining to this Pre-eminence. 
were ſoon deviſed, and new and even con- 
trary Motives worked the fame Effects. Men 
were then made Kings for Reaſons as little 
relative to good Government, as the Neighing 
of the Horte of the Son of Hyfaſpes, But 
= ons the 
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the moſt prevalent, and. the. general Motive, 
was Proximity of Blood to the laſt, not to the 
beſt King. 

: Lefteem Monarchy above any other Form 
of Government, and Hereditary Monarchy 
above Electiyve. KT TH 
- We are ſubject, by the Conſtitution of 
Human Nature, and therefore by the Author 
of it, to two Laws; one given immediately 
to all Men by Gon, i, e. the univerſal Law 
of Neaſon; the other given to Man by Man, 
i. e. the particular Law, or Conſtitution of 
Laws, by which every diſtin&t Community 
has choſen to be governed. The Obligation 
of Submiſſion to both is diſcoverable by ſo 
clear and fo ſimple an Uſe of our intellectual 
Faculties, that it may be ſaid properly 
enough to be revealed to us by God, The 
Law of Nature is the Law of all his Sub- 
jects: the Conſtitution of particular Govern- 
ments are like the By-Laws of Cities, or 
the appropriated Cuſtoms of Proyinces. It 
follows, therefore, that he who breaks the 
Laws of his Country, reſiſts the Ordinance of 
God; that is, his Nature and Will. From 
ſuch plain, unrefined, and therefore I ſup- 
pole true Reaſoning, the juſt Authority of 
Kings, and the que Obedience of Subjects, may 
be Wau with the utmoſt Certainty. 

But the Principles we have laid down do 
not ſtop here. A Divine Right in Kings is 
to be deduced evidently from them. A 
| divine 
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divine Right to govern well, and conforma- 
bly to the Conſtitution, at the Head of 
which they are placed. A divine Right to 

overn i, is an Abſurdity ; to aſſert it, is 

laſphemy. A good King alone can derive 
his Right from Gop. Gop has made us to 
deſire Happineſs: He has made our Happi- 
neſs dependent on Society, and the Happi- 
neſs of Society dependent on good or bad 
Government: His Intention therefore was, 
that Government ſhould be good. 

The Office of Kings is then of Right Di- 
vine, and their Perſons are to be reputed /a- 
cred. As Men they have no ſuch Right, no 
ſuch Sacredneſs belonging to them ; as Kings 
they have both, unleſs they forfeit them. 
In ſhort, Majeſty 1s not an inherent, but a 
reflected Light. | A | 

All this is as true of elective, as it is of 
hereditary Monarchs: they are ſacred alike, 
and this Attribute 1s to be aſcribed, or not 
_ aſcribed to them, as they anſwer, in pure 

© Speculation : then, an hereditary Right in 
any Mortal to govern other Men is vague 
and indefenſible; and yet in Practice, no- 
thing can be more abſurd than to have a 
King to chooſe at every Vacancy of a Throne. 
For in elective Monarchies, theſe Elections, 
whether well or ill made, are often attended 
with ſuch national Calamities, that even the 
beſt Reigns cannot make Amends for them; 
whereas in hereditary Monarchy, whether a 


good 
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good or a bad Prince ſucceeds, theſe Calami- 
ties are ayoided. In this reſpect, the Ad- 
vantage is entirely on the Side of hereditary 
Succeſſion, 

To conclude this Head therefore, as J 
think a /imited Monarchy the beſt of Govern- 
ments, ſo I think an hereditary Monarchy the 
beſt of Monarchies. 

Among many Reaſons which determine 
me to prefer Monarchy to every Form of Go- 
vernment, this is a principal one. When 
Monarchy is the eſſential Form, it may be 
more eaſily and more uſefully tempered with 
Ariſtocracy or Democracy, or both, than either 
of them, when they are the eflential Forms, 
can be tempered with Monarchy. In ſhort, 
with Reverence be 1t ſpoken, Gop is a Mo- 
narch, yet not an arbitrary but a limited 
Monarch, limited by the Rule which infinite 
Wiſdom preſoribes to infinite Poxzyer, It go- 
verning without any Rule, and by arbitrary 
Will, be not eſſential to our Idea of Monar- 
ch of the Supreme Being, it is plainly ridi- 
culous to ſuppoſe them necetlarily included 
in the Idea of Monarchy of the Supreme Being; 
it is plainly ridiculous to ſuppoſe them ne- 
ceflarily included in the Idea of human Mo- 

narchy ; and it will be juſt as ridiculous to 
affirm, that the Idea of human Monarchy 
cannot be preſerved, if Kings are obliged to 
govern according to a Rule obſined d by the 
Widom of a State, that was a State before 
B they 
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they were Kings, and by the Conſent of a 
People that they did not moſt certainly cre- 
ate ; eſpecially when the whole executive 
Power is excluſively in their Hands, and the 
legiſlative Power cannot be exerciſed with- 
out their Concurrence. | 
There are Limitations indeed that would 
deſtroy the eſſential Form of Monarchy ; or, 
in other Words, a Monarchial Conſtitution 
may be changed, under Pretence of limiting 
a Monarch. This happened among us in 
the laſt Century, when the vileſt Uſurpation, 
and the moſt infamous Tyranny, were eſta- 
bliſhed over our Nation, by ſome of the 
worſt, and ſome of the meaneſt Men in it. 
Limitatiens on a Crown ought to be carried 
as far as it is neceſſary to ſecure the Liberties 
of a People; and ſuch Limitations may ſub- 
fiſt, without weakening or endangering Mo- 
narchy.- _ | 
The Limitations neceſſary to preſerve Li- 
berty under Monarchy, will reſtrain effectu- 
ally. a bad Prince, without being ever felt as 
Shackles by a good one. Our Conſtitution 1s 
brought, or almoſt brought, to ſuch a Point, 
a Point of Perfection I think it, that no King 
who is not, in the true Meaning of the Word, 
a Patriot, can govern Britain with Eaſe, Secu- 
rity, Honour, Dignity, or indeed with /uffi- 
cient Power and Strength. But yet a King, 
who is a Patriot, may govern with all the 
former ; and beſides them, with Power as 
extended 


CEN 
extended as the moſt abſolute Monarch can 
boaſt, and a Power too far more agreeable in 
the Enjoyment, as well as more effectual in 
the Operation. 1 

To attain theſe great and noble Ends, the 
Patriotiſm muſt be real, and not in Meru 
alone. Patriotiſm muſt be founded in great 
Principles, and ſupported by great Virtues ; 
and I will not ſcruple to aflert, that a Man 
can be a good King upon no other. 

By the Flattery that environs Kings moſt 
commonly from their Cradles, they are bred 
to eſteem themſelves of a diſlinct and ſuperior 
Species among Men, as Men are among the 
inferior Animals. They imagine themſelves 
the final Cauſe for which Societies were 
formed, and Governments inſtituted. 

This capital Error, in which almoſt every 
Prince is confirmed by his Education, has ſo 
great Extent, and ſo general Influence, that 
a Right to do every 1n1quitous Thing in Go- 
vernment may be derived from it. 

Another Cauſe of the Miſtakes of Princes, 
is the general Conduct of thoſe who are 
brought near to their Perfons, All ſuch 
Men ſhould bear conſtantly in Mind, that 
the Maſter they ſerve is to be the King of 
their Country ; that their Attachment to hi 
therefore, is not to be like that of other 
Servants to other Maſters, for his ſake alone, 
or for his ſake and Meir own, but for the 
fake of heir Country likewiſe, : 
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As to Perſons who are not about a Prince, 
they can do little more than proportion their 
Applauſe, and Demonſtrations of their Con- 
fidence and Affection, to the Benefits they 
actually receive from the Prince on the 
Throne; or to the juſt Expectations that a 
Succeſſor gives them. If he gives them Ex- 
pectations of a bad Reign, they have this 
Obligation to him at leaſt, that he puts them 
early on their Guard. | 

It is true, that a Prince who gives juſt 
Reaſon to expect that his Reign will be that 
of a Patriot King, may not always meet, 
and from all Perſons, ſuch Returns as ſuch- 
Expectations deſerve: But they muſt not 
hinder either the Prince from continuing to 
give them, or the People from continuing to 
acknowledge them. United, none can hurt 
them; and if no Artifice interrupts, no 
Power can defeat the Effects of their Perſe- 
verance. It will blaſt many a wicked Pro- 
t. 5 22 Sd 3 — 
ject, keep Virtue in Countenance, and Vice 
to ſome Degree at leaſt in A we. 
5 But will it not be ſaid, that this is adviſe 
ing a King to rouſe a Spirit which may turn 
againſt himſelf ? to refuſe to be an abſolule 
Monarch, when every Circumſtance invites 
him to it ? Theſe Judgments and theſe Rea- 
ſonings may be expected in an Age as futile 
and as corrupt as ours: In an Age wherein 
fo many betray the Cauſe of Liberty, and 
act not only without Regard, but in direct 

Oppoſi- 
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Oppoſition to the moſt important Intereſts 
of their Country: In an Age, when to aſ— 
ſert the Truth is called Spreading of Delu- 
ſion, and to aſſert the Cauſe of Liberty and 
good Government 1s termed {owing of Se- 
dition. ed x 

Since Men were directed by Nature to 
form Societies, becauſe Society cannot be 
maintained without them, nor ſubſiſt in a 
State of Anarchy; the ultimate End of all 
Government is the God of the People, for 
Whoſe Sake they were made, and without whoſe 
Conſent they could not have been made. Now 
the greateft Good of a People, is their Liberty. 
The Obligation, therefore, to defend and 
maintain the Freedom of ſuch Conſtitutions, 
will appear moſt ſacred to a Patriot King. 

The Conſtitution will be conſidered by 
him as one Lacv, conſiſting of two Tables, 


containing the Rule of his Government, and 


the Meaturc of his Subjects Obedience; or 
as one Syſtem, compoted of different Parts and 
Power, but all duly proportioned to one 
another, and contpiring by their Harmony 
to the Perfection of the Whole. He will 
make one and 5% one Diſtinction between his 


Rights, and thoſe of his People: He will 


look on his to be a 77, and theirs a Pro- 


perty. In fine, the Conftitution will be con- 
ſidered by him as the Law of God and of 
Man; the Force of which binds him much 
more. 


A Prince, 
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A Prince, who does not know the true 
Principles, cannot propoſe to himſelf the true 
Ends of Government ; and he, who does not 
propoſe them, will never direct his Conduct 
ſteadily to them. The Vegetable or the 
Animal grows in Bulk, and increaſes in 
Strength; but is the /ame from the firſt, Juſt 
ſo our Pairiot King muſt be a Patriot from 
the firſt. He muſt be ſuch in Reſolution, be- 
fore he grows ſuch in Practice. He muſt 
fix at once the general Principles and Ends of 
all his Actions, and determine that his whole 
Conduct ſhall be regulated by them, and di- 
refed to them, 

The Freedom of a Conſtitution reſts on 
two Points; the Orders of it are one, the Spi- 
rit and Charatier of the People are the other. 
On the mutual Conformity and Harmony of 
theſe the Preſervation of Liberty depends. 
To take away, or eflentially to alter the for- 
mer cannot be brought to paſs, whilſt the 
latter remains in original Purity and Vigor. 
But theſe Orders of the State may be eſſenti- 
ally altered, and ſerve more effectually to the 
Deſtruction of Liberty, than the taking of 
them away would ſerve, if the Spirit and 
Character of the People are loſt, 

If a People is growing corrupt, the moſt 
incapable, aukward, ungracious, ſhocking, 
profligate, and timorous Wretches, inveſted 
with Power, and Maſters of the Purſe, will 
be ſufficient for the Work, when the People 
5 are 
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are Accomplices in it. Their Conſciences 
will be ſoon ſeared by Habit and Example; 
and they who wanted an Excuſe to begin, will 
want now to continue and to compleat the Tra- 

edy of their Country. Old Men will out- 
fire the Shame of loſing Liberty, and young 
Men will ariſe, who know not that it ever 
exiſted. A Spirit of Slavery will oppoſe and 
oppreſs the Spirit of Liberty, and ſeem at 
leaſt to be the Genius of the Nation. Such 
too it will become in Time, when Corrup- 
tion has once grown to this Height, unleſs 
the Progreſs of it can be interrupted. 

A free Commonwealth can neither be main- 
tained by a corrupt People, nor be eſtabliſhed 
among them. 

To preſerve Liberty by new Laws and 
new Schemes of Government, whilſt the 
Corruption of a People continues and grows, 
is abſolutely impoſſible every where; but to 
reſtore and to preſerve it under old Laws, 
and an old Conſtitution, by reinfuſing into 

the Minds of Men thre Spirit of this Conſtitu- 
tion, is not only poſſible, but is, in a particu- 
lar Manner, eaſy to a King. 

As ſoon as Corruption ceaſes to be an 
Expedient of Government ; (andit will ceaſe 
to be ſuch, as ſoon as a Patriot King is raiſed 
to the Throne;) the Panacea is applied, the 
Spirit of the Conſtitution revives of Courſe ; 
and as faſt as it revives, the Orders and 
Forms of the Conſtitution are reſtored to their 

Primi- 
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primitive Integrity, and becomes what they 
were intended to be, real Barriers againſt 
Arbitrary Power, not Blinds nor Moſks, un- 
der which Tyranny may be concealed. A 
Patriot King is the moſt powerful of all 
Reforiners ; for he is himſelf a tort of ſtand 
Miracle, ſo rarely ſeen, aud ſo little under- 
| ſtood, that the {ure Effects of this Appear- 
ance will raite Admiration and Love in every 
honett Breaſt, Confuſion aud 'Ferror to every 
guilty Conſcience, but Submiſſion and Re- 
ſignation in all. 

Such a King muſt begin to govern, as ſoon 
as he begins to reign. His firſt Care will 
be, no doubt, to purge his Court, All the 
Proſtitutes who ſet themſelves to fale, all the 
Locuſts who devour the Land, with Crauds 
of Spies, Paraſites, and Sychophants, will 
ſurround the Throne, under the Patronage 
of buſy and bold, avaricious and vain Mi— 
ni{ters, and whole Swarms of little noiſome 
nameleſs Inſects, will hum and buz in eve- 
ry Corner of the Court. Such Miniſters will 
be caſt off, and ſuch Abettors of Miniſtry 
will be chaſed away together, and at once, 
by a Patriot King. 

Some of them perhaps will be abandoned 
by him, not to Party-Fury, but to National 
Juſtice 3 not to ſuit private Reſentment, and 
to ſerve particular Intereſts, but to make 
Satisfaction for Wrongs done to the Country, 
and to ſtand as Examples of Terror to future 
Adminiſtrations. 8 His 
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His ſecond Care will be that of calling ta 
his Adminiſtration ſuch Men as he can aſſure 
himſelf will ſerve on the ſame Principles on 
which he intends to govern. A good Prince 
will no more chooſe ill Men, than a. wiſe 
Prince will chooſe Fools. Every Man, wha 
ſtands forward enough in Rank and Repu- 
tation to be called to the Councils of his 
King, muſt have given Proofs beforehand 
of his Patriotiſm as well as of his Capacity, 
if he has either, ſufficient to determine his 
general Character. | 
To eſpouſe no Party, but to govern like a 
common Father of his People, 1s as eflential 
to the Character of a Patriot King, as that of 
a Patriarchal Family, where the Head and 
all the Members are united by one common 
Intereſt, and animated by one common Spi- 
rit; where, if any are the conſtitutional 
Strength of the Crown, and on the Concur- 
rence of his People to whom he dares appeal, 
and by whom he will be ſupported. 
A bad Prince will not mend the Adminiſ- 
tration, as long as he can oppoſe the juſteſt 
and moſt popular Oppoſition: And therefore 
this Oppoſition will laſt and grow, as long as 
a free Conſtitution is in force, and the Spirit 
of Liberty is preſerved; for ſo long even a 
Change of his Miniſters, without a Change 
of his Meaſures, will not be ſufficient. If 
the National Cauſe prevails againſt all the 
wicked Arts of Corruption and Diviſion, that 
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an obſtinate Prince and flagitious Minſtry can 


employ, yet will the Struggles be long, and 
the Difficulties, the Diſtreſſes, and the Dan- 
ger great, both to the King and to the Peo- 
ple. If the wicked Arts I ſpeak of prevail, 
Faction will be propagated through the whole 
Nation, univerſal Confuſion will follow, and 
a compleat Victory on one Side will enſlave 
all Sides. And therefore how much more 
ſafe, more eaſy, more pleaſant, more ho- 


nourable is it, for a Prince to correct, if 


he has not prevented Maladminiſtration ? 
A Patriot King will liſt no Party, much 
leſs will he do the meaneſt and moſt im- 
prudent Thing a King can do, liſt himſelf 


in any. 


When the People is divided about Submiſ- 


fron to their Prince, and a Party is formed of 


Spirit and Strength ſufficient to oppoſe, even 
in Arms, the eſtabliſhed Government, even 
in this Caſe, deſperate as it may ſeem, a Pa- 
triot King will not deſpair of reconciling, and 
re-uniting his Subjects to himſelf; and to 
another, he will prevent the Flame from 
breaking out, if by Art and Management he 
can do it: If he cannot, he will endeavour to 
keep it from ſpreading ; and if the Phrenzy 
of Rebellion diſappoints him in both theſe 


Attempts, he will remember Peace in the 


midſt of War; in the Heat of Battle he will 


ſpare, and in the Triumph of Victory conde- 
ſcend : He will beat down the Violence of 
| | this 


1 
this Flame, by his Valour, and extinguiſh 
even the Embers of it, by his Lenity. 

It reſults therefore from all that has been 
ſaid, and from the Reflection which theſe 
Hints may ſuggeſt, that in whatever Light 
we view the arvided State of a People, there 
1s none in which theſe Diviſions will appear 
incurable, nor an Union of the Members of 
a great Community with one another, and 
with their Head, unattainable. 

Factions are in particular States, what 
Nations are in the World; they invade and 
rob one another: And while each purſues a 
ſeparate Intereſt, the common Intereſt is ſa- 
crificed by them all. This has been and 
muſt always be, in ſome Meafure, the Courſe 
of Human Affairs, eſpecially in free Coun- 
tries, where the Paſſions of Men are leſs re- 
ſtrained by Authority: And J am not wild 
enough to ſuppoſe, that a Patriot Ring can 
change Human Nature; but I am reafon- 
able enough to ſuppofe, that without alterin 
Human Nature, he may give a Check to this 
Courſe of human Affairs, in his own King- 
dom at leaſt; that he may defeat the Deſigns, 
and break the Spirit of Faction, inſtead of 
partaking in one, and afluming the other ; 
and that if he cannot render the Union of his 
Subjects univerſal, he may render it fo ge- 
neral, as to anfwer all the Ends of good Go- 
vernment, private Security, public 'Tranquik 
lity, Wealth, Power, and Fame. 
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Ik theſe Ends were ever anſwered, they 
were ſo ſurely in the Days of our Ehzabeth. 
She found her Kingdom full of Factions, and 
Factions of another Conſequence and Danger 
than thoſe of our Days, whom ſhe would 
have diſperſed with a Puff of her Breath. 
She could not re- unite them, it is true; but 
ſhe united the great Body of the People in 
her and their common Intereſt, ſhe "inflamed 
them with on National Spirit, and thus armed, 
ſhe maintained Tranquillity at Home, and 
carried Succour to her Friends, and Terror 
to her Enemies abroad. Thus a wiſe and 
good Prince can unite a divided People, 
though a weak and wicked Prince cannot; 
and the Conſequences of National Union, are 
Glory and Happineſs to the Prince and to the 
People, whilſt thoſe of Diſunion bring 
Shame and Miſery on both, and entail them 
too on Poſterity. ? | 
.. Hitherto it has been thought the higheſt 
Pitch of Profligacy to ant ho i of conceal- 
ing Crimes ; and to take Pride in them, in- 
ſtead of being aſhamed of them. But in our 
Age Men have ſoared to a Pitch ſtill higher. 
They contend that it is neceſſary to be ſo by 
Principle, They make themſelves Miſſiona- 
ries of Faction, as well as Corruption: They 
recommend both, deride all ſuch as imagine 
it poſſible, or fit, to retain Truth, Integrity, 
and a diſintereſted Regard to the Public, in 
1 Life, and pronounce ever Man a Fool 
ho is not ready to act like a Knave, The 


. 
Phe Situation of Great Britain, the Cha- 
racter of her People, and the Nature of her 
Government, fit her for Trade and Com- 
merce. By them we grow a rich and powers 
ful Nation, and by their Decay we are grows 
ing poor and impotent. As Trade and Coms 
merce enrich, ſo they fortify our Country. 
Great Britain ſtands in a certain Middle be- 
tween France and the United Provinces, with 
regard to Wealth and Power ariſing from 
theſe Springs. A leſs, and a leſs conſtant, 
Application to the Improvement of theſe 
may ſerve the Ends of France, a greater is 
neceſſary in this Country; and a greater {till 
in Halland. The French may improve the 
natural Wealth and Power, by the Improve- 
ment of Trade and Commerce; we can have 
no Wealth, nor Power, without the Im- 
provement of them; the Dutch cannot ſubs 
ſiſt without them.—The Reſult of what has 
been ſaid is, in general, that the Wealth and 
Power of all Nations depending ſo much on 
their Trade and Commerce, a good Govern- 
ment will be directed conſtantly to make the 
moſt of every Advantage that Nature has 
given, or Art can procure, towards the Im- 
provement of Trade and Commerce, It re- 
ſults particularly, that Great Britain might 
improve her Wealth and Power in a Propor- 
tion ſuperior to that of any Nation who can 
be deemed her Rival; if the Advantages the 
has were as wiſely cultivated, as they will 


be in the Reign of a Patriot King. A 


E 

A Patriot King will neither neglect, nor 
ſacrifice his Country's Intereſt. He will not 
multiply Taxes wantonly, nor keep up thoſe 
unneceſſarily which Neceſſity has laid, that 
he may keep up Legions of Tax-gatherers. 
He will not continue National Debts, by all 
farts of political and other Profuſion. | 
Whilſt Nations are at an immenſe Charge 
in maintaining their Barriers, and perpetu- 
ally on their Guard, and frequently em- 
broiled to extend or ſtrengthen them, Great 
Britain may, if her Governors pleaſe, accu- 
mulate Wealth in maintaining her's ; make 
herſelf ſecure from Invaſions, and be ready 
ta invade others when her own immediate 
Intereſt, or the general Intereſt of Europe re- 
pore it; I fay the general Intereſt of Europe, 
becauſe this alone ſhould call our Councils 
off from an almoſt entire Application to their 
domeſtic and proper Buſinets. It can never 
be our true Intereſt eaſily, and officiouſly, to 
enter into Action, much leſs into Engage- 
ments that imply Action and Expence. If 
we diſſipate our Strength on Occafions that 
touch us remotely or indirectly, we are go- 
verned by Men who do not know the true 
Intereſt of this Iſland, or who have ſome 
other Intereſt more at Heart, If we adhere 
to it, fo at leaſt as to deviate little and ſel- 
dom from it, as we ſhall da whenever we 
are wiſely and honeſtly governed, then will 
this Nation make her proper Figure, and a 


great. 
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great one it will be. By a continual Atten- 
tion to improve her natural, that is, her 
Maritime Strength, by collecting all her 
Forces within herſelf, and receiving them 
to be laid out on great Occaſions, ſuch as 
regard her immedlate Intereſt and her Ho- 
nour, or ſuch as are truly important to the 
general Syſtem of Power in Europe, ſhe may 
be Arbitrator of Differences, the Guardian of 
Liberty, and the Preſerver of that Balance 
which has been ſo much talked of, and 1s 
ſo little underſtood. 

We have not only departed too much from 
our true national Intereſt in this Reſpect, but 
we have done ſo with the general, even of 
well-meaning Men, who did not diſcern that 
we waſted ourſelves by an improper Appli- 
cation of our Strength in Conjunctures, when 
we might have ſerved the Common Cauſe 
far more uſefully, nay with entire Effect, by 
a proper Application of our natural Strength. 
There was ſomething more than this. Ar- 
mies grow ſo much in Faſhion in Time of 
War, among Men who meant well to their 
Country, that they who meant ill to it have 
kept, and keep them ſtill up in profoundeſt 
Peace. That they are kept up againſt Fo- 
reign Enemies, cannot be ſaid with any Co- 
Jour, If they are kept for a Show (or to 
maſſacre our own Subjects) they are ridiculous. 
If they are kept up for any other Purpoſe 
Whatever, they are too dangerous to be 1ut- 


fered. 
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fered. A Patriot King, ſeconded by Minif- 
ters attached to the true Intereſt of their 
Country, would ſoon reform this Abuſe, and 


lave a great Part of this Expence, or apply it 


in a Manner preferable, even to the ſaving 


it, to the Maintenance of Marine Foot, or to 


the Charge of a Regiſter of thirty or forty 
Thouſand Seamen, But no Thoughts like 
theſe, no great Deſigns for the Honour and 
Intereſt of the Kingdom, will be entertained, 
till Men'who have this Honour and Intereſt 
at Heart arrive to Power. 

I now come to the laſt Head, under which 
I ſhall confider the Character and Conduct of 
a Patriot King; his perſonal Behaviour, his 
Manner of living with other Men, and, in a 
Word, his private as well as public Life. 

+ There is a certain Species liberalis, more ea- 
fily underſtood than explained, and felt than 
defined, that muſt be acquired, and rendered 


habitual to him, A certain Property of Words 


and Actions, that refults from the Confor- 
mity to Nature and Character, muſt always 
accompany him, and. create an Air and Man- 
ner, that run uniformly through the whole 
Tenour of his Conduct and Behaviour; which 
Air and Manner are ſo far from any kind of 
Degree of Affectation, that they cannot be 
attained, except by him who is void of all 
Affectation. 3 
No Men ſhould be on their Guard ſo much 
as Princes; they are expotcd to more and 


ſtronger 


* 
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ſtronger Temptations, than others. Beſides, 
the Elevation in which they are placed, as it 
gives them great Advantages, gives them 
great Diſadvantages too, that often counter- 
vail the former. Thus for Inſtance, a little 


Merit in a Prince is ſeen and felt by Num- 


bers; it is multiplied, as it were, and in Pro- 
portion to this Effect his 3 is 5 
by it. But then, a little 1 4 
felt by Numbers too; it is multiplied in the 
ſame Manner, and his Reputation ſinks in the 
ſame Proportion. | i} 
The Faults and Defects, that may be con- 
cealed under the Blaze of great and ſhining 
Qualities, are ſuch as ariſe from Conſtituti- 
on, and the natural rather than the oral 
Character; ſuch as may be deemed acciden- 
tal Starts of Paſſtoti; or accidental Remiſneſs 
in ſome unguarded Hours; Surprizes of the 
Man on the King. If theſe happen ſeldom, 
and paſs ſoon, they may be hid, like the 
Spots in the Sun, but thay are Spots. ſtill. 
When they continue (for if they continue) 
they: will increaſe, they are Spots no longer. 
They ſpread a general Shade, arid obſcure the 
Light in which they were drowned before. 
The Virtues of the King are loft in the 
Vices of the Man. This Decenty, this Grace, 
this Propriety.of Manners to Charader, is ſo 


eflential to Priuces in particular, that when» 


ever ls.negloQed; their Virtues loſe a great 
Degree of Luſtre, and their Defects agquire 
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much Aggravation; nay more, by neglecting this 
Decency and this Grace, and for want of a ſuffi- 
cient Regard to Appearances, even their Virtue 
and their Vices fink into Habits unworthy of 
Princes, and unworthy of Men, 
- Our Elizabeth ſaw how much Popularity depends 
on theſe Appearances, that depend on the Deco- 
rum, the Decency, the Grace, and the Propriety 
of Behaviour of which we are ſpeaking. A warm. 
Concern for-the Intereſt and Honour of the Na- 
tion, a Tenderneſs for her People, and a Confi- 
dence in their Affections, were Appearances that 
run through her whole Conduct, and gave Life 
and Colour to it. She did great Things, and ſhe 
knew how to ſet them off according to their full 
Value, by her. Manner. of doing them. In her 
private Behaviour ſhe ſhewed great Afﬀability, ſhe 
deſcended even to Familiarity ; but her Familia- 
rity was ſuch as could not be imputed to Fer 
Weakneſs, and was therefore moft juſtly aſcribed to 
her Goodneſs. 13 5 
Her Succeſſor had no Virtues to ſet off, but 
he had Failings and Vices to conceal. He could 
not conceal the latter ; and void of the former, he 
could not compenſate for them. His Failings and 


his Vices therefore ſtanding in full View, he paſ- 
Ted for a weak: Prince, and an ill Man, and fell 


into all the Contempt wherein his Memory remains 
to this Day. 


Let not Princes flatter themſelves ; they will be 
examined cloſely in private as well as public 
Life ;, and. thoſe who cannot pierce further, will 
Judge of them by the Appearances they give in 
both. To obtain true Popularity, that which is 
founded in Eſteem and Affection, they muſt = 
„ 1 i 455 re 
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fore maintain their Characters in. both ; and to that 
End negle& Appearances in neither, but obſerve” 
the Decorum neceſſary to preſerve the Eſteem,, 
whilſt they win the Affections of Mankind. Kings, 
they muſt never forget that they are Men : Men, 
they muſt never forget that they are Kings. | 
That which is here recommended to Princes, 
that conſtant Guard on their own Behavio 
even in private Life, and that conſtant Decorum 


which their Examples ought to exact from others, 


will not be found ſo difficult in Practice as may be 
imagined; if they uſe a proper Diſcerment in the 
Choice of the Perſons whom they admit to the 
neareſt Degrees of Intimacy with them. A Prince 

ſnould chooſe his Companions with as great Care as 
Miniſters. If he truſts the Bufneſs of his State o 
theſe, he truſts his Chara#er ta thoſe; and his 
Character will depend on theirs much more than 

is commonly thought. 2 
He can never fill the Character * a Patriot Kine, 
though his perſonal great and good Qualities be in 
every 7 other reſpect equal to 4 who lies open to 
the Flattery of Couriiers, to che Seduction of Wo- 
man, and to the Particularities and Affections 
Ma are eaſily contracted by too great ] ndulgence 
n private Lite; ſo the Prince who is deſirous to 
eſtablith this Character, muſt obſerve ſuch a De- 
corum, and keep ſuch a Guard an himſelf, as may 
prevent even the Suſpicion of being liable to ſuch 
Influences. For as the Reality would ruin, the 
very Suſpicion will leſſen him in the Opinion of 
Mankind, which is the Fame after Death, his {upe- 

rior Strength and Power in Life. 

And now let us conſider what the fare, the ne- 
ceflary Effects of ſuch Principles and Meaſures of 
D 2 Conduct 
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Condud muſt be to the Prince, and to the Peo- 
ple; ſuch I mean as are laid down in this Diſ. 
courſe, as neceſſary to conſtitute that greateſt and 
moſt | has of Human Beings, a Patriot King. 


Civil Fury will be ſoon ſubdued, bound, chained, 
and deprived entirely of Power to do Hurt. In his 
Palace, Concord will appear, brooding Peace and 
Proſperity on the happy Land ; Joy ſitting in every 
Face, Content in every Heart; a People unoppreſ- 
fed, undifturbed, unalarmed ; buſy to improve 
their private Property and the public Stock ; Fleets 
Eovering . bringing home Wealth by the 
Returns of Induſtry; carrying Aſſiſtance or Terror 
abroad by the Direction of Wisdom; and aſſerting 
triumphantly the Right and the Honour of Great 
Britain, as far as Waters roll and as Winds can 
D DG 
It is not to be diſſembled that every Day produces 
Ing indications of an alarming Change in the 
Manners of the Englih. A Spirit of Luxury and 
Gaming ſeems to have ſeized, not the Effeminate 
and the Idle only, but alſo the more prudent, and 
evep the commercial Ranks of People; ſo that it is 
to be feared the following View of our preſent Si- 
tuation drawn by the late Dr. Berkeley, Biſhop 
of Cloyne, one of the greateſt Men this or an 
other Country has produced, is too juſt. —* It muſt 
be owned, ſays that maſterly Writer, that little 
tan be hoped, if we conſider the corrupt degenerate 
Age we live in. Town it is an old Folly to make 
.peeviſh Complaints of the Times, and charge the 
common Frailties of Human Nature on a particu- 
lar Age. One may nevertheleſs venture to affirm, 
that che preſent has brought forth new and poten- 
tous Villanies, not to be paralleled in our own or 
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any other Hiſtory ; we have long been preparing 
for ſome great Cataſtrophe. —Vice and. Villany 
have by Degrees grown reputable amongſt us; our 
Infidels have paſſed, 'for fine Gentlemen, and our 
venal Traitors for Men of Senſe, who knew the 
World. — We have made a Jeſt of Public Spirit, 
and cancelled all Reſpects for whatever our Laws 
and Religion repute ſacred, The old Engliſh 
Modeſty is quite worn off, and inſtead of bluſhing 
for our Crimes, we are aſhamed only of Piety and 
Virtue. In ſhort, other Nations have been wicked, 
but we are the firſt who have been wicked from 
Principles = ta 1 RE Ig 
The Truth is, our Symptoms are ſo bad, that 
it is to be feared the final Period of our State ap- 
proaches. Strong Conſtitutions, whether politic 
b natural, do not feel light Diſorders. But when 
they are ſenſibly affected, the Diſtemper is, for the 
moſt Part, violent and of ill Prognoſtic. Free 
Governments, like our own, were planted by the 
| Goths in moſt Parts of Europe; and notwithſtanding 
we all know what they are come to, yet ſeem diſ- 
poſed rather to follow their Examples, than pro- 
fit by their Errors, a; 

_ God grant the Time be not near, when Men 
ſhall fay, this Iſland was once inhabited by a reli- 

10us, brave, ſincere People, of plain uncorrupt 
Manners, reſpecting inbred Worth, rather than 
Titles and Appearances; Aſſertors of Liberty, 
Lovers of their Country, jealous of their own 
Rights, and unwilling to infringe the Rights of 
others; Aeg of Learning and uſeful Arts; 


Enemies to Luxury, tender of other Men's Lives, 
and prodigal of their own ; inferior in nothing to 
the old Greeks and Romans, and ſuperior to each 
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of thoſe People, in the Perfection of the other; 
ſuch were our Anceſtors during their Riſe and Great- 
neſs; but they degenerated, adopted Epicurean 
Notions, became venal, corrupt, and injurious, 
which occafioned their final Run. 

Still, however, there is an innate Strength in 
our Conſtitution, peculiar to ourſelves. We are 
favoured with Advantages which no other Country 
ever equally enjoyed; and therefore it will be our 
own Faults, if we do not long continue a happy 
and a flouriſhing People. 

The Lord will enter into Judgment with the 
Ancients of. his People, and the Princes thereof ; 
for ye have eaten up the Vineyard, the Spoil of the 
Poor is in your Hands. What mean ye, that ye 
beat my People to Pieces, and grind the Faces of 
the Poor? ſaith the Lord God af Hofts.” Iſaiah iii, 
v. 14, 15. 

And FD ye ſpread forth your Hands, Iwill hide 
mine Eyes from you: Yea, when ye make many 
Prayers I will not hear : Your Hands are full of 
Blood. Waſh ye, make you clean, put awa * the 
Evil of your Doings from before mine Eyes. Ceaſe 
fo do Evil, learn to do well,. ſeek Judgment, re- 
lieve the Oppreſſed, judge the Fathericfs, plead 
for the Widow. Come now, and let us reaſon 
together, ſaith the Lord : T hough your Sins be as 
Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snow; though 
they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool. 
If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the 
Good of the Land ; but if ye refuſe and rebel, 
ye ſhall - be devoured with the Sword; for the 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken ir. —How is the 
faithful City become an Harlot ! It was full of 
er Righteouſneſs lodged in it: But now 

urderers. Laiab | l. v. 15. 4% 21. 00 Thy 
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te Thy Princes are rebellious, and Companions 
of Thieves: every one loveth Gifts, and follow- 
eth after Rewards: they judge not the Fatherleſs, 
neither doth the Cauſe of the Widow come unto 
them.” J/aiab i. v. 2, 3. 

Many Kings have fat down upon the Ground, 
and one that was never thought of, hath worn the 
Crown.” Eccleſi afticus xi. v. 5. 
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FF: FN Almighty God, continually give to his Ma- 


Underſtandihg, that he may fee far and near, and 
fetch within its Compaſs all Circumſtances, Con- 
ſequents, and Moments that are requiſite to the 


f _ forming of a perfect Judgment concerning our 
þ Seat Affairs. And*may Nis Majeſty's Reign be 
# that of a Patriot King, and may it be happy and 
$ glorious in attaining thoſe Ends. Amen. Amen, 
1 P R A Y E R II. PsALM 140. 
1 Lord God, thou Strength of our Health, 
3 thou that avengeſt the Poor, and maintainett 
* the Cauſe gf the Helpleſs, deliver us, O Lord, 
= and preſerVe us h che evil and wicked Man, that 
= neither his *EXAmple may corrupt us, nor his 
_ Counſels miſiead us, nor his Proſperity ſcandalize 
_ us, nor his Strife diſquiet us, nor his Miſchief 
Tm diſturb our Safety; but do thou cover our Heads 
| MW in the Day of Battle and Gonteſtation againſt all our 4 
| = _ Bodily and Ghoſtly Enemies; that although they 
= hunt us to overthrow us, yet we may proſper upon 
Y 5 Earth under thy Favour and Protection; and at 


1 laſt being removed from all Fears, Sadneſs, and 
Pasgers, we may continue in thy Sight amongſt 
_: - the Congregation of the Juſt for ever, through 
+ Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amon. 3 | 


